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PLANTS AND CEREALS

—

A Short Talk on the History

of Our Foodmakers.

RY J. EADLER.
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an the James River,
Virginia, in 1608, The
UColonisls seunl over ll_\‘
it  “London Com-
pany,” sdopted bhe
mode Thon prat ticed by
e In Iur.nm which.with
souie moditic alinns, has
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Irish potato, 86 extensively
i voaghout moest of the lrlh]ml.s[-c
estutries of Lhe civilized globe, contributing as
itoos 1o Lhe pneoessities of & l-:l;- portion of
the homan race, as well as 10 the nourishmwent
and Istteniug of stock, e regurded as but of
blittdle less importance iu our nationsl econ-
oty Uhnn wheat, riee, or waize, It has been
found ju su iudigenous state in Chill, on the
mouutsins uear Vaipsraiso and Meodoza; also
Btar ’vl-.-r,'.-'\'_lli'u_ l,il.tll_ ')u'u as well as 10
Bauty Fe Logeta, and mwore recently in
Mexioo, on Lhe banks of the Orizaba: but SO

©f these, il cultivated, doubtiess would prove Lo
o olber species than that ol the com-
mion putato of the numttuue geuus W which it
belonps.,

| he Listory of this plant, in esnnection with
thut of the sweet patuto, is involved in obse urity,
#s the socounts of thelr lntroduction fuio
Furope ure somewhbst conflicting, and ofilen
they appeunr to e confounded with one ancther,
The common kind was doubitless
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! record i2in * La Croniea del Peru,” by Pedro de
Uicea, printed at Seviile in 1653, in which it is
described and illustrated by an engraving.
From Spain it appears to have found its way
into lialy, where it assumed tho same name a9
the truffle. 1t was recvived by Clusios, at Vi-
enna, in 1504 iu whose time it spread rapidly
in the seath of Europe, and even into Gor.
wany. To England it is said to have found its
way by a different route, having been bronght
from Virginia by Raleigh’s colonists in 15686,
which wou'd seemn improbable, as it was un-
known in North Amerien st that time, either
wild or enltivated ; and, besides, Gough, in his
edition of Camden’s Britaunia, says it was first
planted by Sir Walter Raleigh on his cstate at
Youghall, near Cork, and that it was cultivated
in Irelund before its valuo was known in Eng-
land, Gernrd, in his * Herbal,” published in
1597, gives & figure of this plant, under the
{ untue of Batata Virginiang, to distinguish it
from the sweet Iﬁlutu { Batata edulis), and rec-
ommends the roots to he eaten as a “delieato
dih.” but not as # cotnmon fond,
"T'he sweet pot "suys Sir Joseph Banks,

"was used in England
AS A DELICACY

introduction of our potatoes;

"
o,

Clong before the

{ it was imported in considerablo quantities from

Sparn and the Canarics, and was supposed to
| possess the power of resloring deeayed vigor.,"
It is related that the common potito was acei-
dentally introduced into England from Irelnnd
at a period sgomewhat earlior than that noticed
by tierard, in consequonee of the wrecking of
n vessil on the eonst of Laneashire, which had
a quantity on board, In 1663, the Royal So-
ciolty of Eugland took measures lor encour-
agiug the cultivation of this vegetable, with
the view ol preventing famine,
Notwithistanding its utility as a food became
hetter kuown, uo hizh character was attached
to it: the writors on gardening, toward
the end of the 17th century, a hundred years
or more after jis introduction, treated it
“They are much nsed in
land and Ameriea as bread,"” says one au-
thor, “aud may be propagated with advantage
to poor people,” The fuamous nnrserymen,
Loundon aud Wise, did not consider it worthy
of not iu their “Complote Gardener,” pub-
lished in 1719, But its use gradually spread
as its excellencies became better understood,
It was near the middle of the last century be-
fore it was generally known either in Britain
or North America, since which it has been
most extensively cultivated.

The period of the introduction of the com-
Brivish North American
Colonies s not preeisely known. It ia men-
the products of Caroling and
Virginia in 1749, and among those growing in
Now York aud New Englaud the same year,
They were much cultivated in the Iatter in
1750, where they prodoced well aud were of
good size. The varieties at that time wero the
* rough o and the *flat
whites,"
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The sweet potato is Indigen-
and inter-tropical Amer-
" of the old English
in the early part of the 14th cen-
It was doubiless intreduced into Caro-
gin, and Virginia #oon afler their
w Poropeans, being mentioned ns
v cultivated products of those Colonies
year 1648
rat juiredoced into Virginia by
lerkeley, in 1647, who received
ol soed, from which he raised
llent guality,
1..“\\:1]" Yedar,
to have been first brong
la\
the Captain of which lely
(rice in the hnsk} with
homus Smith, who distribated it among
lor cullivetion, Anolher account
of its introduction inte Carolina is that Asuby
was encouraged (o send a bag coutaining 100
poands ! rice to thal Provines, [rom the
oy of which 6 tons were shipped to Eng-
land in 14905 ; while Dalrymple waiotains that
rice in Carolion 18 the resalt of o
iF PADDY
pent as a present from Dubois, Treasurer of the
“East Indsa Company,” to a Charleston trader,
Upland or mountain ricg was introduced into
rleston, lrom Canlop, by John Bradley
Biuke, in 1772,
Bockwhent s belioved to be a native of Cen-
t, 18 it lssupposed to have been brought
ope 1o the early part of the 12th con-
tthe time of the Crusades for Lhe recovery
a from the dominion of the Sarscens;
e others contend that it was introdoced
into Spaiu by the Moors, 400 years belore.
This grain sppears not to have been much
cnltivaled i 1hig country prior to the iast
century, except by the Duteh, on the Hudson,
and the Swedes, on the Delawnre, Samplesof
American growth wese sent to Holland by the
colonists of Mahattan Island, together with
those of other grams, as early as 1626, Pre-
vious to the year 1750, it was extensively culti-
vated by the Dutch of New York for “sup-
porn,” and for provender for horses. _Jlohn, in
bis * History of New Swadeland ® (Pennsyl-
vania aud llelaware), meutions it among the
productions of that Provi and Kabn, the
Swedisch natarabist, who visited this country
in JT4K "44, s of it as growing in Penn
New Jersey and New
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FOREMOST AMOXG CROPS

in the United Htates, both ss regurds its supe-
rior staple aud Lhe degres of perfection to
which its cultivation has been brought.

Of the procise period of the first introdue-
tion of the cotton plaut inte the North Amer
jican Colouies history issilent, Ina pawphlet
entitied “ Nova Britaunia, offering most exeel-
lent froits by plantng In Vieginis,” published
in Lovdon, in 1609, it js stated that cotton
would grow as well in that Provioee us jo
ltaly. It bs also stated, on the authority of
Beveriy, in his * History in Virginia,” that Sir
Edmwund Andros, while Governor of the Colony,
in 1692, *gave particular marks of his fuvor
towurds the propogition of cotton, which, since
Lis time, bas been mueh veglected,” It further
appears that it was cultivated for a long time
in the eastern parts of Maryland, Virginia,
Carolinns aud 'I'--w:u..x in thie garden, though
not ut all as & plavuter's crop for domentic con-
Bun pllon,

The history of the flax plant, which has long
e medinm of clothing myriads of
homan beings, of wafting ships fromw ses to
s, of conveying tho gLl froum map Lo man,
from oaston 1o natien, and of difusing light
sod kunowiedze to the ulmost parts of the
ecarth, like many of cur products, Is fuvolved

¥ mention s made of

in logt anliguily, Karl
the sucred volume, it is said that

“hail destrovelhh the flax and barley,” when
Moses was striving in vaio to wmove Pharaol 1o
allow the departure of the lsruelites,

The Egyptian mummies sre wrapped 1o
an-uodentabile proof of the

USE OF FLAX

in the remotest past. It was slso known to the

Hagnuns, s Pliny, who wrots more thao 1,800

yeurs ago, remurks on the wonder that so great
| & power should be developed from so smuall &
peed ns that of Hax, in producing s plant which
could be the means of bringiog Egzypt 50 nesr
Lo ll::lit, in allusion to the fact that comnerce
and pavigation depended prineipally upon its
production, but at the sume time grow nugry
that men should venture to brave pature Ly
sciling gails an their vessels, and cursed those

wiauvre

who invented the muriver's art, us well as those
w hio brought it Lo pass that men should perish
Ly I, nol only on the earth, buton thesca, with-
sut finding buarial,

Both flax snd bemp were introdueed into the
British North Awmerican Colonies soon after
their settiements by Eoropeans, The former
wppears W0 have been cultivated at New Neth.
eriund a8 curly as 1626, as it s wentioned
among other products sent to Holland by the
| colonistz on Munhattan Island that yenr, as an
evidence of their prosperons condition,

Hemp snd flax were aunuvally cultivated,
spun mond woven, by Capt, Matthews, of Vir-
giuia, prior to 1645,  Bounties were offered for
the production of bemp in that Colony in 1651,
and on flux in 1657; but oo the ceggution of
the bonuties the cultore deelined, In 1802
esnch poll In Virginia wus required to raise per
anpom six pounds of linen thread, The Irish
imwmigrants who eiwe to Londonderry, in New
Hampshire, in 1719, soon after commenced the
manufueture of linen eloth apd thresd, which
was aiterward entered into by others, and large
quantities were sold,

THE FIEST BEANS
introdoced from Foropo into the British North
American Colonies were by Capt. Gosnold, in
1602, who plunted them on the Elizabeth ls-

lands, pear Lue coast of Massuchuscits, where
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they flourished woll. They were aleo culti-
viited in Newfoundland as early as the yoar
1622, in New Noetherland in 1644, and in Vir-
ginia prior to 1648, French, Tudian, or kidney
beans, were extensively enltivated by the In-
dians of New York and New England long be-
fore their settlement by the whites, and both
beans and peas (ealavances) of wvarions hues
were cultivated by the natives of Virginia
prior to the landing of Capt. Smith. Among
these was embraced the celebrated cow-pea.

Tobacco, from the extent to which it is cul-
tivated, its importance to commerce, and the
modes of employing it to gratify tho sensos,
exhibils one of the most remarkable features
in the history of man., From the solice only
of the wild Indians of America, it has become
one of the luxuries of the rich, and gives pleas-
ure to the poor, throughout the habitable globe,
from the burning desort to the frozen zone.

Sir Richard Grenville found it in Virginin in
1555, when the English, for the first time, saw
it smoked by the natives in pipes mado of clay,
It is believed to have been introduced into
England by Raleigh's colonists on their return
from Virginia, in 1556, Soon after the settle-
ment of Jamestown, from the inereased demand
in Europe, and the peculiar

ADAPTATION OF THE BOIL
to its culture, cousidorable quantitics wore
raised, and numerous individuals, interested in
the Colony, contributed to induce that taste for
it which had already been diffused among all
classes,

In 1611 tobaceo wns first cultivated in Vir-
ginia by the use of the spade, provious to which
it had only been raised aftor the rnde mannor
of the Indians, In 1616 it was cultivated in
that Colony to so alarming an extent that even
the streets of Jamestown were planted with it,
aud various regulations were framed to restrain
its produetion, but every admonition to the
settlers was disregnrded. James [ attempted,
by reprated proclamations and publications, to
restrain its use, but his efforts hind very little
effoct, and the colonists continued to experi-
ence a more rapidly-incroasing and better de-
mand for tLis staple than any other in the
Province,

In 1617 the prices varied from 374 to 75 cents
per pound. In 1621 each person was requuml
to cultivate 1,000 plants of eight leaves, weigh-
ing in the aggregate 100 pounds. In 1622 there
wore made in the Colony 60,000 pounds, In
1639 it was enacted by the Grand Asscmbly
“that all the tobacco planted this present yoear
aud the two suceseding yeurs in the Colony of
Virginia be absolutely destroyed and burned,
| excepting and reserving so much, in equal pro-
portion to each planter, as shall make, in the
whole, just the guauntity of 120,000 pounds,
stripped, smoothed,” ete. In consideration
whereof, the creditors of the planters wero
compelled to accopt and receive 40 pounds of
tobaceo, 8o stripped and srioothed, in foll sat.
isfaction of every 100 pounds now due them.

— > =
She Favored the Tunnel Houte.
| Albany Argus.]

A young couple entered the Union depot and
bought tickets for Troy. Thore wns s belt line
train ready, but sbe persistently refused to
board it.

“Why wou't you come, Muud ?"” ho lsped.

“0Oh, Chawley, I don't want to go up on this
slde,” sho gushed in reply.

“Bat, Maud, we'll got to Troy just the
aame,”

“Yos,
tunncl.”

“What do you want to go through the tunnel
for, Mund 7" gueried the dense young man.

“Oh! Chawley,” was all she said, Then
Charlie appeared to entch on, for he blushed,
They waited until the belt-lipe train went tho
olher way.

McAllister wmalrl not Approve,
[Pittsburg Leader.}

When we had asparagus, ah! that's what
nsed to tax our etiguet. Weo didn’t have it
very often, but you know low, etiquetly
speaking, you have to dally with it.  We nsod
to take n towel—we had no napking. Wall,
you take the towel and wipe your “spar” so,
seo—just a plain towel—no soap—just & plain,
80 it can't =lip when yon aroe
prepared to seize it. Then you turn your back
to the gaests nt the table, nnd then all close
their eves and look out the window,
“apar’ botween your index thumb
and your comex finger, slide down in your chnir
to an angle of twenty-five degroes, throw your
head buck, open your mouth, and let her siide,

Chawley, but we won't go through the

Made Him Siek,
[ New York Weekiy |

Doctor (on ocesun stenmer)—Your turn has
come, I see, sir. Allow me to—-

Seasick Passenger (an old bachelor)—N-.o,
n-0, doctor. It—it will soon pass off. It iso't
sen —seasickness, I looked too long at those—
those bridal conples.

. — - M
Avuilable Yoang Mun—And do youn also

play the prano, man'selle ?
Shrewd Mother (whispering)-—-
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To sonvines evervhody, before subserih-
ing, of the hMgh quality and futerest of our
Benutifully Hlustrated jonrnal o e
pew fvri, we will seud o noy sddress

3 Num\aers Sw
10 Centrs.

These nurhers contaln the Arst ehapters
of “Jephthabh's Daughter,” by Julin
Mugroder; of “ Beuanited,” 4 charming
povel by o Popular Southern Autheor.
~——Eight Short HNiories Ly Amelin

. Barr, Harrict Prescott fipofford,
Maurice Thompson and otlors, A
character sketeh of Henry Woodfin
dirady, by Oliver Dyer, nuthor of
Yivent Senators of the United Muntes,
runuling through three numbers, with a life-
Hke foll page portealt of Mr. Grudy., Tem
articles of world-wide Inferest and value
by Junmes Purton, YI. W. Hareltine
and olliers, Mpnrkling KEditorials,
Ellustrated FPocms, Elclen Marshiall
North’s chiatty column and the vast guan-
tity of other dellghtful reading matter of
Interest to all members of the household,
g0 to make np the most perfect National
Foamily Journnl cver offered to the
Ameriean peopla.  Bend ten cents for thess
three nombers and Judge for yoursclf,
Buliseription price, two dollars a year,

NEW YORK LEDGER,
BOBERT BOXNER'S Boxs, 1 Willam 8t, N. X
Mention The Natious! Tribune

Tell him no.

HAIR & SKIN

Anelegant dresslng ex.
quikitely perfumed, re.
moves allimpurities from
the ecalp, prevents bald.

ness gnd gray hair, aud causes the hair to grow
Thick, Boft and Beautifal, Infallible for curing
erupitions, diseases of the skin, glands and museles,
aud quickly healing cute, burns, brulses, spruiue, &c,
All Drogglste or by Mall, 60 Centa.
BARCLAY & CO., 44 Btone Street, New York
Montion The Fational 'l'rlbl‘

ADVICE

DYSPEPSIA. {5z

To any person sufler! ng from Dyspe mn Indigestion, Con-

#tipatioh, or Slek llunl-u i, I owlll e m wn nocount of my own

-I.luq[ how T wuy permanuutly cured after Afieen yeurs

preat sulloring. 7 have wuehing (o setl — iy un ol ac {llu'l’.

ead for the spke of humsnity will direct the afflicted to & siize
aud permanent cure,  Addocss, whth stap

WAL lill.U:ll It, l :Intt-r, J ( .rm'alll Ihmum, Muas,

TO ‘Wlll‘)‘\l’ I MAY t‘()'ﬂ ERN.

Thave fullowed Mr. Brazier's advics for 1y spepsis with
the MORT BUCCESSFUL BESULTS, and ean assure all ktif-
ferers from Dyspepkia that I l!.u will do Hkewlse the
can FOSITIVELY bo cured of this disease, K. . BEA?
Captain Co. C 24 N.IL Regt., Arllngton Helglits, hilul.

Mentiou The Nadonal Tribung,

Then you |

! gluian
{ tended to cireumnpavigate the * Dark Conti-

THE GREAT APES,

Principal Characlcrs of the Lower
Animals that Most Resemble Man.

—_—r— ——

THE‘. GORILLA

Apea Not Daveloped Into HMI Ammmlnf Likeness
and Difference Botween Them—Gorillas Largest
and Most Formldable of Anthropolds—Its Conntry
and Way of Lifo—Supoerstitions in Alrien About
the Gioriila,

BY DR, J. H. PORTER,

-

NTHROPOIDS, from

the Greek Aunthropos,

& mnn, ag the animals

bolonging to this high-

eat division of the

mammalia are called,

tuke their name from

the striking humnuo

resemblunces which

A thoy exhibit. Thereo

yare four groups of

man-like apes, two of

hich, ropresented by

the Gorilla and Chim-

wnzee, have their

iome in Africa, while

the other two, those of the Orang-outan and

Gibbon gpecies, live in Asin and the Asialic is-
Jands,

Formerly there was much dispute about their
anatowy and general development, but at pres-
ent the only differences between biologists con-
nect themselves with the intorpretation of well-
aseertained likencsses and dissimilarities in
structure as these bear upon the question of
buman genealogy.

Divesting the subject of all technicalities,
the results at which zoologista have arrived
may be stated as follows: 1. Man and tho an-
thropoids arestructurally homologous throngh-
ont; that is to say, thoy possess similar organs
und tissnes whose funoctions are tha same., 2.
No ape, howover, was ever metamorphosed into
a buman being, and so fur from holding this
opinion, Darwin expressly denios the possi-
bility of any soch transformation. 3. The
human traits of the great apes are not confined
to a single spocies, but scattered throughout
anthropoids at Inrge.

While this is true, greater differences in
conforination nevertheless exist between the
highest and lowest apes than between the

Ting GORILLA,

lowest men and higheat apes. Bo much is
cortaln, and hag censed to be a matter of opin-
ion ; but be --nnl these reanits of comparative
anatomy, alinoat if not quite every question
cotinected w ath this subject remuins unsettled,
Turning, then, from structuro and the implica-
tions which may attach to it, we will now con-
aldor the deseriptive aoology of the gorilia na
it s givon in accounts by usturalists and trav-
elers,

It is probable that the fArst notice of this
creature—1roglod yles gorilln-—the black cave
dwaeller, an it is technically ealled —although it

DOES NOT LIVE IN A CAVE,

but in a tree, or more commonly in some deep
recess of equatorial west African forests—was
written in the sixth eentury B, C. by a Cartha-
Admiral, who commanded n fleet in-

nent.’ This aceonnt was aflterward translated
into Gireek at Carthage, and has come down to
us under thensme of the * Periplusof Hanno,”
He refers to “certain halry mwen and women
patned gorillas,” but thess are deseribed as de-
cidedly gregarious, which gorillas are not, and
Lo also depicts thom us in the habit of throw-
ing stones, which they never do,

This name hus been no deubt used as indefl-
nitely as that of pongo, which was applied to
the orang, chimpauzes, and gorillanlike. An-
drew Battel, however, an Euglish prisoner of
the Portuguese at Augola in the early part of
the 17th century, evideutly knew of the * King
of the Afvican forest,” as Du Chailla ealls this
greatest of the apes. Bosman subsequently
met with it in Guinea, and De la Brossa, 1748,
and Dowditeh, 1519, recorded the stories (all
more or less fubulous) which they had heard
of the Ingoeus, or nginn, from natives of the
West Coust,

Mont likely we do not know the exact range
of this anbmal. It has been met with on the
Gaboon, Muni, Fernand-Yaz rivers, and in the
alluvial bottoms of the Ogowe sud ]htl]gt‘r;
indeed, Dr. Schweinfurth asserts that the delta
of the former strenm is its truo home, But
Ford found great numbers of gorililan in the
Serra do Cristal, nod as tho families or paims in
which they live nro of wandering habits, the
group in all probability sprends over a wide
ared, nud has been ineorrectly loeallzed in the
country between the Camercon and Congo by
thoss who enconntered these amimuls only in
that purticular place,

An adult wmale of this species often reaches
five foct six or elght inches in hight, and may
weigh, like the one shot by Koppenfels iu the
Ashangolo monntaios, 400 pounds, The erect
position is mors readily assumed than by other
unthropoids, owing Lo the

BUHORTNKEAS OF ITH ARMS,

which are, relutively to tho bulk, but little
longer thun those of a mun; also to the great
brewdth of its shoulders, and more particalarly
to the fuct that the sole of the foot, which is
both broad snd short, is not inverted as in all
monkeys, and to some extent in sll othor npes
likewine, Gorillas, therelore, are less ndapted
for elimbing than any of their allies, and have
plmost uniformly been seen wandering upon
the ground.

They are Immense, most powerful, and ex-
tremely hideous creatures, with grotesquely
disproportioned frames; and un old muale, in
their fuvorite position of leaning agninst a troo,
would seem, at first sight, to justity Da Chuilla
in all his romanees, The somber hue of the
durk gruy hwir on its body, the brutal and
ferocious face, with its forehend obseured by
immenss supri-orbital ridges, those malign
hazel-gray eyes, the bristling crest, great ea-
nine teeth, and desp roverbernting roar, aro
sufliciently swe-dnspiring, evough like the fea.
tures of sgome monstrous human birth, to ex.
cuse mlmost any exaggerations. Formidalle
encugh theso creatures maost eeértainly are,
though Winwood Rendo says they will alweys
attempt to escaps from buman beings,

Wo have heretofore discossed so many of
these dogmulic stntements about wild beasts,
Lhut it is vnnccessary to point out the fact thut
Rende’s nssertion amounts to nothing but this,
namely, thut no gorilla ever attiucked him, and
that no authentic instance of its having made
an assuult in other instasces bud come under his
notice, Iun Africa, bowever, their unproveked
murders ure universally eredited, aud there is
no reason for denying the evidenee of natives
who live with the beast on this point, because
it is mingled with fubles and superstitions de-
rived from its horribly-humun appourance,

For the most part, gorillas are undoubtedly

VEGETABLE FEEDERS,
and belong to a fruit-cating specios, that lives
upon wild plauts, roots and berries, or the
products of cultivated fislds, which ure plunder-
ed by night. Oun the other hand, Dr. Hurtman
suw no reason for diserediting Bavage's state-
moent Lhat thoy cecasionally devour men and
other animals whom they have killed. In his
recent work upoun “The Anthropoid Apes,” Le
indicates the fuct that they, like most species
of apes, * * * prey upon tho smaller mams-

mals, npon birds and their sggs and upon rep-
tiles.” To which observation ho adds the
information that “eaptive gorillas at Berlin
developed a special taste for animal food,”

Whatever their anthropophagous habits may
be, cortainly no unarmed human being counld
stand for an instant before the arms and fangs
of a foll-grown male gorilla, who might or
might not devour bim after death, recording
to predispositions, circumstances, or necessities,
about which naturalists know little in general
and nothing in particular,

In a wild stale gorillaa have been seen but
littlo, and thoir way of life is therefore by no
mennd fully understood. They are shy, wary
and nearly solitary creatures, who overawe thoe
populations in their vicinity, and whose habilat,
hesides being incompletely explored, is, so far as
climate is concerned, among the most deadly to
foreignera upon the face of the earth., Despito
the upright position which their conformation
facilitates, they generally go

UPON ALL-FOURS,
ar their tracks indicate, and It is said that they
always attack in this attitude, and not in an
erect one, as described by Dua Chaillu, Fur-
thor, they nover avail themselves in walking
of the aid of a stall, like orang-outans. T'ra-
ditionnlly, gorillas crouch on limbs of trees
overbanging the pathways betwixt willages,
and catch up unwary passers-by, whom they
immedintely strangle if mwen, or appropriate
for wives in the case of women,

When young their resemblance to human
beings is much stronger than in maturity.
This, necording to Virchow and others, is dues
to the fact that the external table of the skull,
which in most animais is more intimately re-
lated to the museular apparatus than to the
brain, roceives constant additions to its proe-
osses and protuberances until their growth
distorts the hoad so that it looks like a dreadful
caricature of that of man. On the other hand,
the mouth is comparatively smallor than in
anthropoids generally, and the lips are less
extoensile,

A gorilla lays a few broken boughs and eross-
pieces over the limbs of a tree, and may or may
not attempt to cover it rudely and imperfectly
from the weather, This platform is his only
approach to the construction of a dwelling, and
is ocoupied by the gravid femanle, and for some
timo after their birth, by the mother and her
offspring. The latter exhibit few of the ferocious
and intractably savage traits that distingush
adults, and, as R. Ramsay Wright concludes
from ull the evidence at present accessible, are
quite susceptible of domestication.

Innnmerable superstitions econnected with
the gorilla beset the native mind., Witcheralt
is the only operative roligion of Africa.

THE GHOST IN BOME FORM

s there at the beginning and end of all con-
coptions of supernatural power, of another life,
and of all the relutions which the unknown and
shadowy realm of fancy svatains, in every
aspect, towards the visible and material world,
Witches aro always malevolent also, and every
misfortune is to be attributed to their malefl-
cent arts, Henece the Afriean negro—all Afri-
eang aro not negroes by any means—believes
in witch-gorillas who delight in murder and
are invuluerable, and thinks he may at any
timo meet the progeny of thess, begotten by
means of captive women earried off in the for-
esls,

1t is searcely eredible that animals so ex-
tremely powoerful and so well provided with
means of offense conid be, as they are, constantly
hunted without many tragie occurrences; and
It I8, morcover, ullerly opposed to all zoological
annlogios to suppose that creatures so capable
of fatal aggression do not, oceaslonally st least,
destroy human life without being intentionally
provoked, Such incidents surround particular
tudividuals of this species with an atmosphere
of superstitions terror, a8 they do man-esting
tigers, Hons, or panthers. The savage reveres
everything that he fears. and if it is very ter-
rible he worships it. For every reason, then,
the folk-lore connected with these great apes is
extensive, and Du Chaillu probably did not
overdraw his pictures of hunters sitting around
thelr campfire at night and exchanging stories
of the cruelty, malignant, crait, and super-
natural powers of old gorillas.

The term ape is said to be nn onomatope, a
deseriptive word, most likely of African origin,
which in its first form attempted to designate
the animal by imitating its voico, Whether
the etymology be correct or not, the gorilia's
voice when raised is onoe of the wost impressive
innature. Mookeysuresald to " swear' when
enraged, and assuredly their angry chatter has
every appearsnce of objurgation. A limited

BERIES OF sOoUXDS,

us expressive of plessure and dissatisfaction,
hus likewiso beon recorded in the case of
domesticated chimpunzees and orangs. But
the greatest of all apes has pever, so far
ns the writer is aware, grown up in cap-
tivity. Its wholly unredeemed savagery,
fierce and sullen temper, and imperfeectly-
observed habits, leave us almost entirely
in the dark concerning its voecalic changes uud
inflections. Wo know, however, that there are
immense air-sacs attached to the windpipe in
gorillas, and that these, togehber with the large
and cavernous chest, greatly maguify the vol-
uvme of that * harsh, jarring roar” which it
utters when enraged, and whieh, when rever-
berating through the gloom of o tropieal forest
and seen to issue from n form that is searcely
earthly in appearance, may well appall the
listener.

Further than this it would not be safe at
present to pursus the peculiarities of Troglo.
dytes gorilla, Muoch mere information may bo
expected hoereafter, but this animal has been
but lately rediscovered, anod under circum-
stances which, as was belore said, are eminently
unfavorable for a successful study of its habits
and general way of life in those malarions equa-
torial solitudes to which it is confined,

—_—— .

PENSION DECISIONS.

Rallngs and Deelsions by the Assistant Secretary of
the Interior and the Commissioner of Penslons,
Assistant Seeretury Dussey has overruled the

deeision of the Pension Oilice which rejected

the claim of Lafuyette F. Heck, Co. G, 1st

Tenn. Cav., on the ground that the loss of the

claimant's fool, oceasioned by frost bite, did

not occur while in linoof duty, Theapplicant,

while a prisoner of war in 1564, was lrostbitten
in the right foot, which wans subsequently nm-

putated. He is now receiving a pension of §5

per month for hernia, but elnims a peusion for

the loss of his fool. The question in the cuse
was whether the soldier's disability eeeurred
whilo onasick-furlongh and in the line of duty,

There is no record of a furlough, and there ia

no record of hernin for which the soldier is

pensioned,

The Assistant Sccretary holds that the ovi-
dence established that Heck had w sick-fur-
lough, and at tho time ho incurred the disa-
bility he wus in line of duty, and s it finally
becameo necessary to amputate the soldier's foot
in condequence of the ionjury, he directs the
Pension Oflice to adjudieate the elaim on the
basis of the Inw prescribing for the loss of one

foot.
— 1, SV

Who Kuum; Anythlng About Comrade Davisl

Foirok NATIONAL TrinuNse: In reading
your paper of Oct. 2, in the article by John E.
Furnsworth, ** A Scout's Adventure,” Mr. Nor-
man Davis, of this place, recognized at once
that it spoko of his esacape, and came to mo
with the paper. Oomrade Davis was a member
of Co, U, B3d Ohio, and 15 now one of the com-
rudes of Verlnig K. Hart Post, G.AR., De.
mrtment of Colorndo, of this place, of which

have tho houor of being Commander, 1o
is & worthy mun In every respect, und while
he is & man of splendid physique, ho still fecls
the result of his imprisonment and the hard-
ships consequent. He haa lost the sight of one
oye, the result of measles, which be contracted
just before being exchanged from Andoerson-
ville, and for which he was treated in the hos-
pite! at Columbus, O, in 1565, Cowrade Davis
hins had great difliculty in secaring evidence in
rogard to his disubility, and his clalm for pon-
sion bas been pending for two or threo years or
more, This Is bocause ho was in prison, and
not with suy of his company or regiment when
ho was sick, We hope to secure special logis-
Intion im his behalfl if we ecannot secure the
matter through the Pension Bureau,

If any of the comradey know anything in
regard to Comrade Davis while be was in prison
or in hosapital at Columbus, and will let bim
know, at this pluee, it will be kiodly appre-
ciated,—Joux C, Warkins, Commandiog Verl-
nig K. Hurt Poat, G.ALR., Bulfalo, Wyo.
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Been There,
[ Puck.]

“How much will it cost me to go to the
races?"”

“ How much have you gott”

“ About 75 dollars.”

“Well I

Weak, Nervous Men,
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A COMPLETE CURE

Wiil Cost You Nothing.

We have s thousand genulne, voluntary testimonials
of complete We want s thonsand more in the
next thive months from persons whom we are willing o
cure. Will you give usa testimoundal if weoure you coin
pletely ?

THE INDIAN HERB & ELECTRIC PAD

will posltively cure Kldpey or Liver Diseases and Nood
Disorders. 1t will guee Rbhemmatism, Insomnin, Dys
pepala, Loss of Appetite, Chronde Back Ache Palalual
Bomuch Tro l".na' v and Flux, and ail Dowel
Disorders, 'nius in the , Mervousness, Netvous De-
bility, Preouture [hecli Ihl lroubles peculiar to
women. If voa have any of these aflictions, THE
INDIAN HEER AND ELEUTRIC PAD will speedily
remove them Lo not neglect your health, Bend us
vour pame and address at ouce. Do not delay.

Address, EAST INDIA CO,, Jersey City, N.J.

Mention The National Tribane.

NEARLY READY.
Tue NarioNaL TRiBUNE
CALENDAR

* FOR 1891

is now being printed, and will scon be ready for
distribution,

Those desiring thils nyest beautiful and Interesting
of all Calendury should send in thelr orders at once,
that they may be filed as soon ws received from
the Printev's.

PRICE 23 CENTS,

Sont, securoly packed In n pasteboard tube, to
any address on receipt of price, Address

'I‘lw l\ullumtl Tribune, W anhlu:mu. D, (.
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